January 2019

Assemblies — First week of term

Online Safety and Your Child

“What’s the plan Stan? ” asked Mr Butler, Associate
Principal, during assemblies at the start of term last
week. “Looking ahead, what do you want from
2019?”

Steven Groutage, Chief Operating Officer, held an
information evening about parenting in the digital age
on Monday.

Students were taken on a whistle
stop tour of the history of New Year
which dates back some 4,000 years
to ancient Babylon. January is
named after the Roman God Janus
who had two faces—one to look
forward and one to look back. New
Year’s resolutions are set to
eliminate bad habits and develop
good practices and Mr Butler
encouraged students to think of
ways in which to be a bit better than they are now.

He asked if parents were aware of what their children
do online and suggested ways in which to protect an
online reputation particularly to “think before you post”
as content can last forever and be shared publicly by
anyone. Parents were guided through the Facebook
checklist, the hazards of Fraping and advised not to
share user names or passwords with anyone. He
suggested creating three word string passwords such as
favourite car, favourite food and favourite colour for
example, in his case, 305zChineseblue. Trolling, sexting
and cyber bullying were covered along with the dangers
of grooming, gaming, the dark net, the silk road and
opening attachments from unknown sources.

He introduced students to the Butler annual tradition
of a family conference on New Year’s Day when Mr
and Mrs Butler and their two daughters agree their
individual and family targets. Tutor Groups are now
working together on their targets, individual targets
and a group motto. They will be kept until the end of
the year and then reviewed to see how well everyone
did in achieving them!

It is essential that parents ask their children who they
talk to online and find out what they do online. Do they
share pictures of themselves, are they always kind to
other people on line, do they “hack” their friends’
accounts or post comments on YouTube? Parent
controls are available to keep families safe with settings
for filters, filter times and blocks for websites.

Money Matters

Above all, please make sure your children are being kind
online— far too many social media issues have to be
dealt with in school and cause too much distress. We
need parental vigilance, controls in place and support.

Following this week’s assemblies
on Money Matters with Mr Davis,
the focus on Maths lessons week
commencing 28th January will be
on Money Matters.

Help is available from help@theparentzone.co.uk or
sgroutage@tgacademy.org.uk and the following
websites: www.theparentzone.co.uk; www.pitda.co.uk
(parenting in the digital age) and www.childnet.com.

Department News : Design & Technology

eading for Pleasure

We are now in our third year of our live brief with
Mazak. This year we changed the process slightly and
students were given greater freedom on the product
that they were designing. This year the context was
promotional products that could be manufactured on a
Mazak machine at a trade show while a potential
customer is talking to a sales representative. This has
allowed students to be far more creative and come up
with a much wider range of ideas and designs.

Not only did we change the brief but students were
competing for much more this time. TGAW will now be
the first school that Mazak work with to gain gold
industrial cadet status following their week’s work
experience rather than the silver that is achieved by
others. This is down to linking the work that students
have been doing in school with the work that they will
be doing at Mazak in the summer term.
This week we took nine students over to Mazak to
present their work. Only six of these will be going
through to the week’s work experience and students
will soon be finding out who has been successful –
watch this space….

Bicycle Safety is a regular feature in the TGAW
newsletter. Here is a typical example of an email
received this week from a member of the public:

I hereby request more attention from and a
warning to students who use a bicycle ...
every day I see near misses which scare me
For example today there was not an accident
because the driver stopped in time!
Thank you and thank you for having the means to
notify students

Maggs Day Centre
Edward Isaacs, Year 9,
has been helping the
community as part of
his DofE award by
filling rucksacks with
essential items that
have been given to the
Maggs Day Centre for
the homeless. He
collected thermals,
socks, toiletries, hand
warms, scarves and
hats and donations towards thermo flasks in order to
make a stranger’s life a little easier.

Here’s a reminder
of the injuries Jay
Jay Hobbs
sustained on his
bike last February
even though he
was wearing his
helmet. Having set
off to meet his
friends, something
made him decide
to go back home to pick up his helmet.
Later that morning he had a violent fall and was
knocked unconscious following an injury to his head.
His friends saved his life by calling an ambulance.
Jay Jay said “I’m so glad I went back for my helmet, or
else I wouldn't be here today. That’s what the Doctors
told me”.

A Level and GCSE Exams

Calling Former Art and Photography Students!

Students have just 13 weeks of lessons before their
external exams start! The more lessons and revision
sessions attended, the greater the success leading to
a euphoric state of mind like this:

Please collect your GCSE
work by half term.
Please contact the school
before your visit 01905
454627 so that we can
have it ready for you.

100 Club

Parents—How can you help?
Year 11 Revision Evening is on
Wednesday, 6th February at 6.00 p.m.
with helpful strategies for both
students and parents. This is followed
by the Sixth Form Open Evening at
7.00 pm. Please note that the
Revision Evening is for parents as well as students!
Year 11 student interviews have commenced with the
Sixth Form team about their destinations.
Twenty four Year 11 students started The Next Step
Programme hosted by The White Sock Company. This
is a 6 week programme aimed at exploring
confidence, self-esteem, social awareness, stress
management, interview preparation , teambuilding
and communication by using a mix of live
performance and multimedia. It will allow the
students to discover within themselves the motivation
and skills needed to take the next step whether that
be sixth form college, university or apprenticeship.
Thirty female students from Year
11, 12 and 13 will be taking part in
a workshop on 31st January with
Kate Evans, an Image Consultant
and Life Coach, who will be giving
the students tips on
creating a confident and polished
impression; choosing the right
styles, fabrics and colours
according to colouring/body
shapes; strategies on how to feel
confident in interviews and situations where they are likely to feel
apprehensive – techniques , tips
and ideas to mask nerves.
Students can even bring problem
items from their wardrobes to ask her advice!!

The 100 Club is starting
next week to encourage,
motivate and inspire Year
11 students in their last
stretch. Each student will
be given a Passport and a
target to gain 100 points in
order to be able to go to
Prom. They will start off
with 50 points. Points can
be accumulated for merits,
attendance, attitude to learning and meeting
expectations. Points are deducted for unacceptable
behaviour such as curriculum detentions and exclusions
into TATE, Internal and External Exclusions. There are
top up opportunities such as attendance at a period 6
session, completing additional work, a College Leader
Shout Out or Star of the Week. There are more ways to
gain points than lose. Signatures from staff are added to
the passport and once the card is completed, it is handed
into the relevant College Leader. Information will be
shared regularly about who is close to their 100 points.

Coming up!
Thursday, 24th January 4.00—7.00 p.m. Sixth Form
Parents’ Evening and Careers Information
Friday, 25th January Trust Inset Day
Tuesday, 29th January 4.00—7.00 p.m. Year 8 Parents’
Evening and Careers Information
Thursday, 31st January DofE Student Catch Up Period 6
Wednesday, 6th February 6.00 p.m.
Year 11 Revision Evening
Wednesday, 6th February 7.00 p.m.
Sixth Form Open Evening
Friday, 8th February 7.00 p.m.
Friends of TGAW Quiz Evening
Friday, 15th February
Ski Trip departs. Year 8 Options Taster Day. Break up for
half term.
Monday, 18th February CCF JNCO Cadre Week
Sunday, 24th February Ski Trip returns

