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Section One:
Introduction

My Choices
What will I be studying next year?
Next year you will continue to study the core subjects of English, maths,
science, core PE and SAS. Together, these will allow you to achieve five GCSE
qualifications: English language, English literature, maths, and science trilogy
(worth two GCSEs). For the first time in your school career you will also be able
to pick four option subjects to study alongside these core subjects. You will
choose these from a list of subjects. Choosing these subjects is an extremely
important decision because it will inform what you can study at A-level and
beyond, as well as shaping your school life for the next three years.

How long will I spend studying each subject?
For Year 9 you will have:
•

Four hours per week of English;

•

Four hours per week of maths;

•

Five hours per week of science;

•

Two hours per week of each of your option subjects;

•

Two hours per week of core PE;

•

Two hours per week of SAS.

In Years 10 and 11 you will not have SAS lessons. Instead, you will have one
extra hour per fortnight in each of your option subjects.

How will you help me choose the right options?
We will provide subject taster sessions for all of the new subjects and we
have included information about each subject in this booklet, along with an
opportunity to meet teachers of new subjects at your parents’ evening. You will
then have a meeting with your family and your college leader to help you make
a final decision. These will begin on 25th February.

What is the difference between a vocational course and
a GCSE?
Vocational courses typically aim to prepare you for a career in a particular
industry. They tend to be much more practical because employers want their
employees to be able to complete certain tasks independently. For this reason,
the majority of assessment is through coursework, although all courses have
some kind of exam. GCSEs tend to prepare you for further study in an area.
The aim is for you to develop deep understanding of different concepts and, for
this reason, they are largely assessed through examination. As a rule, if you feel
that you want to pursue apprenticeships or employment you should strongly
consider vocational courses; if you want to study A-levels and go to university
you should strongly consider GCSEs.

Are vocational courses easier?
No. The Government has done lots of work to make sure the courses are
equally challenging so that nobody has an unfair advantage. However, different
types of courses will suit different types of learners. Some people find it hard to
remember lots of information, or they might find exams particularly stressful
and so they might be better off with vocational courses. Other people find
practical work difficult and they may prefer GCSEs.

Will I definitely be able to study the subjects I choose?
We do our very best to make sure you can, but unfortunately we cannot make
any guarantees. Sometimes only a small number choose a certain subject and
we are not able to run it; sometimes a student chooses two subjects that have
lessons at the same time, and they have to pick which one they would rather go
to. When we are deciding how to organise the timetable we always try to make
sure as many students as possible can study their preferred subjects.
In case you are not able to study all four of your options, we will ask you to rank
at least six subjects in order of preference.

Can I choose any subjects?
You have a very free choice, but there are some rules. You must choose an
EBACC subject, from Section Three of this booklet. You cannot choose more
than one of the three GCSE art qualifications: art and design, art: 3D design,
and art: graphic design. You must also avoid choosing the same subject as a
vocational and GCSE option. You cannot choose business and enterprise and
marketing; computer science and creative iMedia; drama and performing
arts; or PE and Sports studies. However, we will ask you if you would like to
study the other version of your subject if the one you choose is unavailable
for any reason.

What about triple science?
Some students will complete triple science as a tenth GCSE. This will be
available to students who show real aptitude for, and enjoyment of, the
science GCSE in Years 9 and 10. Discussions will take place towards the end
of year 10 with regards to suitability for the triple science pathway. For now, if
you are keen to complete the triple science GCSE the most important thing
you can do is work very hard in your science lesson

What do I need to do now?
The most important thing to do is start to think carefully about the subjects
you want to study.
Begin by taking some time to read through this booklet with your family and
talk about any subjects that interest you.
Talk with teachers about any questions you have. You might want to ask the
teachers with whom you are already working whether they feel you will enjoy
the subject. You can ask teachers of new subjects for more detail about what
the next three years would look like.
When you meet with your college leader you should already have a clear
picture of your six preferred subjects, and you should be able to rank them in
order, from your favourite down.

Section Two:
Core Subjects

Combined Science
(GCSE)
Why is it important to study science?

Science is all around us, all of the time. Science is constantly changing and
evolving and leads to new discoveries, applications and innovations. Advances
in medical science have helped to save millions of lives. Climate scientists
will also help to combat global warming whilst environmental scientists
are working to stop species from becoming extinct. Progress in science is
accelerating including medical advances, material engineering, robotics and
space exploration. You can be involved in the future of science and you will
witness hundreds of ground breaking scientific advances throughout your life
(just watch the news!).
Even if you do not pursue a career in science, the skills developed in your
science lessons will allow you to problem solve, analyse, apply new knowledge,
develop opinions, discuss and debate, lead, innovate and work practically in a
range of situations.
What will I be learning about?
In combined science, you will get an overall combined science qualification in
which you will study biology, chemistry and physics topics. Within the topics
you will cover:

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Cell biology,
Organisation, infection
and response,
bioenergetics,
homeostasis and
response, inheritance,
variation and evolution,
ecology.

Atomic structure and the
periodic table, bonding,
structure, and the properties of
matter, quantitative chemistry,
chemical changes, energy
changes, the rate and extent
of chemical change, organic
chemistry, chemical analysis,
chemistry of the atmosphere,
using resources.

Forces, energy,
waves, electricity,
magnetism and
electromagnetism,
particle model of
matter.

At the end of Year 11, you will take six examinations (two papers for each science).
These exams will test your knowledge and understanding of the topic areas listed
above. There is no coursework element to the GCSE combined science course and
so your knowledge of practical work will be tested within your six examinations.
You will complete a number of practical activities over the duration of the course to
ensure you remain motivated and engaged throughout KS4!

Where does science lead?
Employers want young people who have an understanding of how science works
and the importance of science in the world around of us is increasing all of the
time. After GCSE, you could go to sixth form or college to take A-levels in science
or sports science which could then take you on to university to study a wide
range of courses, from marine biology, veterinary medicine to engineering and
chemistry to astrophysics and nuclear physics! Alternatively, you could enter
an apprenticeship as a mechanic, plumber, electrician, hairdresser or work for a
science-based company such as Worcester Bosch, Mazak or Dunlop. All of these
industries value students with good science qualifications.

There is a massive range of science based jobs and in the future you could find
yourself being a research scientist, a forensic scientist, a developmental farmer,
developing foods and drinks, working with genetics, helping to protect the
environment, computing, automotive design, an ecologist, a doctor or a nurse or
even a zookeeper! Science really is everywhere! Be the future!

English Language and
Literature
(GCSE)
Why study English language?
The ability to read and write clearly is crucial in every aspect of school and life
beyond. Studying English will help you with these skills, as well as developing
your ability to unpick language and evaluate the writer’s craft. English makes
you challenge ideas and conceptions about language, so that you can challenge
and question the world around you. Studying English will also develop your
skills in becoming a writer, so not only are you able to critique and analyse the
writer’s craft, but you will become a crafted writer too.

What will I be learning about?
For English language you will study literary non-fiction sources as well as pre
19th century sources. You will also get the opportunity to develop your skills as
a writer.
For English literature you will study the following set texts:
•

Romeo and Juliet – Shakespeare

•

Lord of the Flies – William Golding

•

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde – Robert Louis Stevenson

•

Power and Conflict poetry cluster (AQA)

Where does English lead?
Studying English will improve your literacy, give you an understanding of the
world we live in, and the ability to see how writers, and you, can use language
to bring imagination to life. English will open the door to endless careers and
professions. College courses require a good pass in English, and employers will
value it also.

Mathematics
(GCSE)
Why is it important to study mathematics?
Mathematics is a universal language, which we use every day. So not only will
studying mathematics give students the knowledge to tackle scientific and
abstract problems, it will also help equip students with the vital numeracy skills
required to manage their finances and understand budgeting.
Through studying mathematics, students will develop their logical thinking
and resilience. They will enhance their problem solving and analytical skills
through exploring patterns and sequences and appreciate the mathematics in
nature.

What will I be learning about?
The GCSE mathematics specification focusses on mastering mathematics
through applying knowledge to problems which combine a number of topics.
The course content is divided into 4 strands:
Number: including calculations, fractions, percentages and ratios.
Algebra: including solving equations, sequences and graphs.
Geometry: including area, perimeter, volume and angles.
Statistics: including data, averages and probability.

Where does mathematics lead?
Mathematics is a subject that opens up endless opportunities and potential
career paths. The majority of college courses and employers require candidates
to have a good level in mathematics. That is because it complements many
other subjects such as sciences, geography, computing and business studies.
Obvious career routes include accounting, engineering, and medicine, whilst
the skill set established makes mathematics a fantastic subject for any career
and boosts earning potential.

Physical Education
(GCSE)
Why is it important to study core PE?
Living an active lifestyle is an important part of a healthy life. Core PE will
provide you with the opportunity to participate in physical activity that
improves physical development, social skills, and your mental health and
wellbeing. PE lessons will provide the skills and knowledge necessary to live an
active and healthy life.

What will I be learning about?
PE lessons will provide a wide range of opportunities in a variety of sports,
including rugby, handball, football, rounders, softball, badminton, netball,
fitness training, trampolining, dance and many more. Depending on
your preference PE lessons and activities will either engage in improving
performance levels for competition or will be targeted towards engagement
and involvement in a recreational format of physical activity.

Where does core PE lead?
We want all of our students to leave us with a love of sport and physical
activity that they can pursue for the rest of their lives. Studies in the area of
participation in sport have shown those students who participate in regular
physical activity whilst studying at sixth form level or university will have
improved achievement at the end of the courses. We want students to know
how to exercise in an enjoyable and safe manner and to be able to share their
knowledge, and their love of sport within the wider community.

SAS
Why is it important to have SASAS?
Qualifications are essential to success, but so are skills, experience
and your character. SAS is a chance to focus on these aspects of your
development within the Academy day. SAS provides students with the
opportunity to try new activities, support their community, and work
in teams with people from inside and outside of the school. Just as
importantly, we know that students very much enjoy their SAS options.

What will I be learning about?
The SAS programme changes every year depending on the interests
of the students. Previous activities have included carpentry, creative
writing, cryptography, dance, hairdressing, music, drama, sport,
horticulture, radio and running a business.

Where does SAS lead?
SAS can and will lead absolutely anywhere: there is no part of the adult
world where the project management skills, resilience, confidence, and
enterprising attributes that SAS develops will not be incredibly useful.
More than that, SAS provides you with opportunities to try new activities
and the chance to develop an interest that may turn into a lifelong
passion, or even a career.

Section Three:
EBACC subjects

Computer Science
(GCSE)

Why choose computer science?
The OCR GCSE computer science course will give students a real, in-depth
understanding of how computer technology works. Students will no doubt be
familiar with the use of computers and other related technology from their
other subjects and elsewhere. The course, however, will give them an insight
into what goes on ‘behind the scenes’, including computer programming,
which many students find absorbing. This course is suitable for students with a
high mathematical ability.

What will I be learning about?
The course is divided into three sections. Two sections are examined and the
third section is coursework.
Computer systems – This section deals with the hardware and software of
computer systems and how they work together. This section also covers the
legal aspects of computing, security and the environment.
Computational thinking, algorithms and programming – This section covers
aspects of program design and programming techniques and how to think like
a programmer when problem solving.
Programming Project – The students will have to plan, design, code and
document a solution to a problem given to them by the exam board.

Where does computer science lead?
This can lead to A-level computer science and a career in programming or
computer science. As computer science impacts all aspects of our lives there
is no career that will not benefit from a computer science background. The
ability to problem solve and create bespoke solutions to those problems is
increasingly desirable in the work place.

Geography
(GCSE)
Why choose geography?

Geography matters because places matter. The central focus of geography is
places, how they are connected to one another and how they interact with both
human and natural processes. Geographical knowledge gives a student the
opportunity to understand in depth what is going on in the world around them.
It helps them make sense of current affairs and issues in the news as well as
deepening their understanding of different people, cultures, and the world. It is
truly a subject for the 21st Century.
Fieldwork is an essential part of geography and the new GCSE specification
requires two days minimum of learning in geography to be outside the
school grounds. One of these trips will have a human focus, for example to
Birmingham (urban study). The second will be a physical geography trip, such
as to Carding Mill Valley in Shropshire.

What will I be studying?
The syllabus followed is the AQA GCSE specification. The topics you will study
are:
• The challenge of natural hazards
(volcanoes, earthquakes, tropical storms, UK weather)
• The living world (ecosystems, tropical rainforests, hot deserts)
• Physical landscapes in the UK (UK physical features, coasts, rivers)
• Urban issues and challenges
(cities in LICs/NEEs, UK cities, sustainable cities)
• The changing economic world
(economic development, development gap, UK economy)
• The challenge of resource management
(Food, water, and energy, UK Resources, water)

What can I do with geography?
Geography helps to develop a range of skills including communication,
problem solving and IT skills. You will be handling data, writing extended
responses and will learn to justify the decisions you make. These are all
important transferable skills and this is why employers rate a GCSE in
geography very highly. Geography is a good foundation subject for careers in
media, tourism, resource management, teaching, business and health.

Geography
History
(GCSE)
Why choose history?

History is not just about facts and dates. It is a subject for anyone who wants
to understand why humans behaved the way they did in the past; for anyone
interested in the events that have shaped the world we live in today; and for
anyone interested in developing a perception of the world around us. Studying
history will develop your ability to think clearly and logically, research, analyse,
hypothesize, argue and criticise.
Historians actively search for an interpretation of the past. It is commonly
acknowledged that an understanding of the past is fundamental to an
understanding of the present. History is essential to the traditional objectives
of the liberal arts: the quest for wisdom and virtue. Most importantly, history is
both fascinating and fun!

What will I be studying?
The Edexcel GCSE consists of three written examination components. The
first component is a thematic study of medicine in Britain, from medieval to
present. You will explore early ideas of medicine including case studies such
as the Black Death and the Great Plague, through to progression of ideas of
disease in the Industrial slums of the Victorian age to the medicine that we
know and experience in Britain today. Within this, we study the Western Front
in 1914-1918 through the eyes of sources from the time.
Next, you will complete a period study on the Norman conquest of Anglo-Saxon
England, including analysis of the key features of the conquest: the feuding
Anglo-Saxon Earls, bloody battles, resistance from the English, and the Norman
‘Yoke’ imposed on England in the form of dominating laws, harsh rebukes and
imposing castles.

In this same examination paper, you will also study a non-British option of
Superpower relations and the Cold War where you will learn about the postWW2 events which formed the world we live in today. You will explore the
developing tensions between the East and West as nuclear war became an
ever-increasing threat in society.

The final component will be a modern depth study where we will examine
Germany between the two world-wars; Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939.
In this topic, you will consider the successes and failures of the Weimar as
the Nazis began to grow in popularity in the 1930s. You will delve into the
machinery behind a terror state, exploring how and why ordinary Germans
supported or opposed the Nazi regime. Finally, you will analyse the rise of
anti-Semitism in Nazi Germany which led to one of the most significant and
traumatic events of the modern age; The Holocaust.

What can I do with history?
History encourages students to think, argue, discuss, communicate and
challenge. It is accepted by higher education institutions to be a challenging
discipline and is favourably looked upon. As well as a requirement for the more
obvious professions such as law, museum work, teaching and archaeology,
history acts as a platform for careers in law, politics, civil service, the media,
management and education amongst many others.

Modern Foreign Languages
(French and Spanish)
(GCSE)
Why choose languages?
To enable you to travel and broaden your horizons! A foreign language is a good
accompaniment to any other subject. Scientists, mathematicians, computer
programmers, sportsmen / women, journalists - everyone planning to work
with other people – should consider continuing their foreign language to
GCSE. It is not just the language itself, but also the skills: good communication,
understanding and respect for other cultures and increased confidence - all
these are useful life and work skills; your ability to communicate in another
language is a bonus!

What will I be learning about?
You will be learning to speak, listen, read and write in your foreign language.
By the time you sit your GCSE exams, you will be experienced in writing clear
letters, emails and accounts in the foreign language, as well as speaking in a
range of different situations – at the doctor’s, airport, market or restaurant, for
example.

Where does a language GCSE lead?
Many universities prefer their students to have a language at GCSE. It is
certainly useful in the world of work: whether you are planning to work as
a lawyer, politician, pilot or in banking or sales , a knowledge of a foreign
language is always a useful addition to your skills and qualifications. Even for
those working in the UK, in a company which sells internationally through the
Internet, or in a medical or other caring profession, the ability to communicate
in a foreign language is not just a help when you are on holiday, but often leads
to other career opportunities locally or worldwide.

Section Four:
High Value Subjects

Art and Design
(GCSE)
Why choose art and design?

GCSE art and design offers an exciting opportunity to explore a wide range of
creative skills and techniques. You will work with a variety of materials and
media including paint, printmaking, textiles, sculpture, photography and ICT
and will be encouraged to explore and develop your learning creatively.

What will I be learning about?
The course encourages you to push the boundaries of your own abilities, taking
risks, learning through experimentation and adapting your work to create
excellent outcomes. As part of the course you will study the work of other
artists who may influence and inspire your own work. You will benefit from a
range of educational experiences, including working with artists and designers
and viewing artwork first hand in galleries and exhibitions. In addition to this,
you will exhibit your own work in the annual Tudor Grange Art Exhibition

Where does art lead?
Art supports your development of self–expression, creativity and
communication. It can enhance and build upon your verbal expression and
how you interpret values and ideas. Possible careers which stem from studying
art include animator, ceramics designer, community arts worker, fashion
designer, furniture designer / restorer, graphic designer, illustrator, product
designer, make-up artist, photographer, fine artist, production designer in
theatre / television/ film, and interior designer.

Art and design: 3d Design
(GCSE)

Why choose art and design: 3D?
GCSE art and design: 3D design offers an exciting opportunity to explore a wide
range of creative skills and techniques. You will work with a variety of materials
and media to develop 3D products. There will be a focus on furniture design for
the course. Photography and ICT skills will also be developed over your time in
3D design.

What will I be learning about?
The course encourages you to push the boundaries of your own abilities, taking
risks, learning through experimentation and adapting your work to create
excellent outcomes. As part of the course you will study the work of other
artists and designers who may influence and inspire your own work in a variety
of projects. You will benefit from a range of educational experiences, including
working with viewing artwork first hand in galleries and exhibitions.

Where does graphic communication lead?
3D design can lead to a wide range of careers including fashion design, graphic
design, theatre designer, museum curator, photographer, architecture, product
design, interior design, retail design, exhibition design, jewellery design,
ceramics designer, community arts worker, furniture designer / restorer,
photographer, fine artist, production designer in theatre / television/ film.

Art and Design:
Graphic Communication
(GCSE)
Why choose art and design: graphic communication?
It is hard to imagine any aspect of our lives that is not influenced or affected
by graphic products. From what we wear to what we eat, designers are using
graphic products to persuade, sell and communicate many things.
Books, newspapers and magazines, advertisements, CD inlays, calendars,
sales brochures, tickets, stamps, banknotes, packaging, cards, shop and road
signs are just a few examples of graphic products. Graphic products can be
two-dimensional (2D) or three-dimensional (3D). They are nearly always
manufactured from papers, boards and plastics.

What will I be learning about?
Throughout your GCSE graphic communication course you will develop skills
and experiment working with a whole range of new materials, graphic media
and industrial applications. Your aim is to develop a wide understanding of
graphic products through research and analysis of existing designers’ work
and then to use this to inform designs. This will then result in a range of high
quality outcomes. Use of ICT and CAD/CAM will play a major role in this course
and you will undertake real tasks relating to the work of a professional graphic
designer.

Where does graphic communication lead?
Graphic communication can lead to a range of obvious careers that directly
link to the subject such as advertising art director, animator, graphic designer,
illustrator, printmaker, production designer, exhibition designer, fine
artist, interior and spatial designer, landscape architect, medical illustrator,
multimedia specialist, photographer. However, it can also be useful with
everyday life as it helps you have a greater understanding of the world we live
in and will get you used to the idea of working to a set criteria, while still being
creative and allowing you to develop your own visual communication skills.

Business Studies
(GCSE)

Why choose business studies?
No matter what job you go into after school or university it is beneficial to have
some business knowledge and an appreciation of how businesses are run. It is
helpful to be able to read and understand business accounts, the different pay
options open to you and also how the law protects you when you are at work.
This is useful life knowledge that you will learn as part of business studies.

What will I be learning about?
Students will learn about a range of businesses in the real world, focusing
on what aspects affect businesses in their decision making, how they decide
to produce goods, how they advertise their business, the importance of good
quality staff and how businesses manage finance. Students will apply their
knowledge and understanding to different business contexts ranging from
small enterprises to large multinationals and businesses operating in local,
national and global contexts.

Where does business studies lead?
Business studies is very skills based and you will learn how to analyse by
looking at business decisions from lots of different viewpoints and consider
the impact on different groups. You will also work on justifying your opinion by
saying what action you think is best for business and then being able to say why.
You will also further develop your mathematical skills by analysing accounts
and using financial ratios to help you make decisions on the best way forward
for a business. Studying business is useful if you would like to go on and study
the subject at a higher level such as at A-level or in university. It is also a useful
subject to go in to a wide range of careers including marketing, management
and accountancy. It is a good all-round subject as areas of business and the
skills taught will cross into many careers.

Citizenship (Politics)
(GCSE)

Why choose citizenship?
As a subject that leads on from the study of STEPS, citizenship GCSE equips
students to play a positive role in public and democratic life as informed and
active citizens. Anyone interested in politics and law should consider this GCSE.
Students learn about democracy through studying politics and government in
the UK and the wider world, as well as law and justice. Students are also given
the opportunity to take part in a ‘citizenship in action’ project.

What will I be learning about?
What will I be learning about?
The citizenship course is designed around five key themes which are:
•

Living together in the UK

•

Democracy at work in the UK

•

Law and justice

•

Power and influence

•

Taking citizenship action

From studying these themes students will explore human rights, where
democracy originates, the local context and national picture of democracy, how
are laws made, how we put laws into practice, how citizens can influence society
and work in a team to carry out a citizenship in action project.

Where does citizenship lead?
From studying these themes students will explore human rights, where
democracy originates, the local context and national picture of democracy, how
are laws made, how we put laws into practice, how citizens can influence society
and work in a team to carry out a citizenship in action project.

Creative iMedia
(VOCATIONAL)
Why study creative iMedia?

The OCR Creative iMedia course is a fun and engaging vocational ICT qualification aimed at students with an interest in developing their skills in the more
creative aspects of ICT. We are living in an age where we are constantly bombarded with different forms of new media such from magazines and television
to YouTube and computer games. For all of these activities to take place there
has to be people in industry with the vision and skills to create the content for
these different kinds of media. This course aims to help you to gain an industry
recognised qualification in interactive media and most importantly have fun
learning new skills, through new experiences.

What will I be learning about?
This vocational course consists of four modules. The first module studies the
skills needed to follow a realistic client brief and the different ways of planning a media project. This is examined in Year 11. You will also complete three
coursework pieces. Currently these are digital graphics (designing a film
festival poster), digital photography (promoting your local area) and creating a
multi-page website (promoting a music festival).

Where does creative iMedia lead?
The course is suitable for anyone interested in a career in ICT, Computing,
Business and Communication Systems, Manufacturing, Art and Design, Media
Studies and Design and Technology.

Dance
(GCSE)
Why study dance?
Dance is good for both body and soul. It is an amazing workout, a great way
of expressing yourself, an effective method for relieving stress and, most
importantly, it is fun. As well as providing you with an opportunity to develop
as a dancer and choreographer, a dance GCSE will allow you to study the theory
of dance, developing your analytical, evaluative and communication skills

What will I be learning about?
In addition to developing your performance and choreography skills, you will
gain knowledge and understanding of performance and choreography and the
ability to recognise and analyse dance works. You will learn how to train and
monitor the development and health of dancers, and you will explore different
styles of dance, such as contemporary or jazz.

Where does dance lead?
Specific careers in dance include dance teacher or lecturer, dance therapist, dance
notator, performer, choreographer or community dance officer. Dance students
are dedicated, creative and so are excellent candidates for further study or work
in any area. Whether or not you go on to study dance, completing the GCSE will
leave you with a lifelong love of dance.

Design & Technology
(GCSE)

Why choose design and technology?
It is easy to take everyday products that we use for granted, but good design
involves creating something that works well and is satisfying to use. Design
and technology looks at the way everything we use in everyday life is designed
and made, from a t-shirt to a TV. You are designing to meet a commercial need
and to design and manufacture a successful product you need to know what
consumers need, and want, and how materials and industrial technologies can
be used to create it.

What will I be learning about?
Throughout your GCSE design and technology course you will develop skills
and experiment working with a whole range of new materials, processes and
industrial applications. Your aim is to develop a wide understanding of design
and technology and to design, plan and manufacture a range of high quality
outcomes. Use of ICT and CAD/CAM will play a major role in this course and
you will undertake real tasks relating to the work of a professional designer and
industrial manufacturer.

Where does design and technology lead?
Design and technology can set you up for a career in a wide variety of industries
such as fashion, engineering, architecture, information technology, and even
education.
Popular careers for people with design and technology qualifications include:
fashion designer, tailor, product designer, architect, software engineer, civil
engineer and carpenter.

Drama
(GCSE)

Why choose drama?
GCSE drama allows students the opportunity to explore a wide range of ideas
and themes creatively through performance. Students experiment with
theatrical skills and techniques whilst working productively and creatively with
their peers. They develop teamwork and communication skills and learn how
to work within set time constraints.

What will I be learning about?
Students will explore plays from a variety of time periods and cultures and
they will perform extracts from the set texts. They will also demonstrate their
ability to devise original work in preparation for a final assessed performance.
Students will look at character development and consider the way in which
voice and physicality can be used effectively. In preparation for their final
written examination students will consider playwright intentions and evaluate
the effectiveness of their own practical work during the course.

Where does drama lead?
A GCSE in drama provides students with the opportunity to be creative and
to express themselves. It helps students to become more self-confident and
enables them to feel empathy towards others. Students who complete this
qualification may go on to study drama at a higher level by completing a BTEC
in performing arts or an A-level in drama and theatre studies, which could in
turn lead to a degree in performing arts, theatre or acting. This qualification
has many transferable skills and would support students who wish to pursue a
variety of careers outside of the arts.

Enterprise and Marketing
(VOCATIONAL)

Why choose Enterprise and Marketing?
This qualification is for learners who wish to develop applied knowledge and
practical skills in enterprise and marketing. It is designed with both practical
and theoretical elements, which will prepare students for further study of
qualifications in enterprise, marketing or business. You will become better
at communicating and persuading, leading or working as part of a team, and
planning and managing your time.

What will I be learning about?
Students will study three mandatory topics:
•

Enterprise and marketing concepts

•

Design a business proposal

•

Market and pitch a business proposal

The first topic will develop the students’ knowledge and understanding of
business, enterprise and marketing concepts which can then be applied to
the other two units within the qualification. In the second topic students will
develop the skills to design a business proposal to meet a specified business
challenge. They will identify a customer profile for a specific product, complete
market research to generate product design ideas, and use financial calculations
to propose a pricing strategy and determine the viability of their product
proposal. In the third topic, learners will develop the skills to create a brand
identity and promotional plan for their specific business product proposal
developed in the second topic. They will develop pitching skills in order to pitch
their business proposal to an external audience. Finally, they will review their
pitching skills and business proposal using their learning, self-assessment and
feedback gathered

Where does enterprise and marketing lead?
Enterprise and marketing is designed to prepare you to go onto apprenticeships
or employment in the business sector, or go onto further vocational study. Since
all jobs are in businesses, anybody and everybody thinking about apprenticeship
or employment will benefit from this course.

Health and Social Care
(VOCATIONAL)

Why choose health and social care?
Studying health and social care gives learners the opportunity to develop sectorspecific knowledge and skills. The main focus is on three areas, which cover:
•skills and processes, such as interpreting data to assess an individual’s
health, and designing a plan to improve their health and wellbeing;
•attitudes, namely the care values that are vitally important in the sector;
•knowledge that underpins the effective use of skills, processes and attitudes.
This qualification builds on and uses the knowledge and skills you are learning
in your GCSEs, such as English. It will complement the more theoretical aspects
covered by GCSE biology by allowing you to apply your knowledge and skills
practically in a vocational context.

What will I be learning about?
You will look at the human lifespan development and learners will investigate
how, in real situations, human development is affected by different factors and
that people deal differently with life events. In addition to this you will also
explore health and social care services and values, where students will explore
how they meet the needs of real service users. They also develop skills in applying
care values. Finally, you will study factors that effect health and wellbeing,
physiological and lifestyle indicators, and how to design a health and wellbeing
improvement plan.

Where does health and social care lead?
Studying health and social care at this level provides a good pathway onto courses
at Sixth Form or college and then on to university. It is also a good pathway for
students considering apprenticeships in a related field. The NHS is the fifth
biggest employer in the world and with the associated social work and education
routes this course offers a wide range of opportunities. Potential careers include
nursing, midwifery, occupational therapist, health care assistant, nursery nurse,
play worker, medical administrator, social worker, youth worker and mental
health practitioner.

Hospitality and Catering

eg

(VOCATIONAL)
Why choose hospitality and catering?

By studying hospitality and catering students will not only develop practical
skills for food preparation but also a theoretical knowledge of the hospitality
industry. This will equip students with the opportunity to seek employment
within a range of roles within the hospitality industry.
You may wish to choose hospitality as it a coursework based subject. There is
an assessment for each of the four units you study and three of these are internally assessed coursework profiles. The other unit is an external examination.

What will I be learning about?
Students will be required to study the following topics:
•

The hospitality industry

•

Working in the hospitality industry

•

Food safety

•

Health and safety in hospitality

•

Planning, preparing, cooking and finishing food

Where does hospitality and catering lead?
This course could lead onto further study in the subject area and provides
an excellent grounding for any career related to food, nutrition or hospitality
such as baker, chef, restaurant or hotel manager, events organiser, or wedding
planner.

Media Studies
(GCSE)
Why choose media studies?

GCSE media studies is a subject that offers pupils an exciting opportunity to
analyse and create media products from a number of different platforms. The
course is designed to broaden students’ understanding of the media industry
and has been created to allow students to show off their ability to investigate as
well as create media products.

What will I be learning about?
Students will cover a range of topic areas including: the global magazine and
comic industry, film promotion, radio production and advertising. In each of the
study areas students will create detailed projects which investigate the topic
and then present their findings in an imaginative way.
Each year the examination board release stimulus material and an area of the
media to study in preparation for the exam in the summer of the second year of
study. Previous examinations have focussed on television news, science-fiction
films, and game shows.

Where does media studies lead?
The entertainment and media sector is big business in the UK, accounting for
£1 in every £10 of the country’s exports and hiring 1.5 million people in the UK.
Importantly, it is currently in a period of growth and, with new media platforms
being developed every year, there is a great demand for graduates with upto-date training. There are opportunities within journalism, public relations,
advertising, sound, theatre and television production, and media editing.
Would-be performers and writers can also benefit from knowledge of the
industry.

Music
(GCSE)

Why choose music?
Music is an enriching and engaging subject, offering a unique combination of
creativity and academic rigour. Studying for a music GCSE qualification will
allow you to develop and refine your understanding of music as a performer,
composer, and as a listener. Furthermore, it allows you to explore and develop
a passion for music, alongside building your confidence and communication
skills.

What will I be learning about?
You will develop three core skills:

Component 1: performing
You will have plenty of opportunities to develop your performance skills in
Year 9, so that you can master your chosen instrument or voice, building on the
skills you have already learnt in the classroom. By the end of Year 11, you will
need to perform two pieces, one of which must be an ensemble performance. It
is not necessary for you to be having vocal or instrumental peripatetic lessons
for you to achieve full marks in this component.
Component 2: composing
You will need to compose two pieces of music, one of which will be in response
to a brief set by the exam board. To do this, we will teach you how to use
specialist software such as LogicPro or Sibelius.
Component 3: appraising
You will be assessed in a listening exam at the end of Year 11, which explores
musical forms and devices, music for ensemble, film music and popular
music. You will study genres such as the blues, fusions, jazz, musical theatre,
baroque, classical, romantic, as well as popular music, and will answer a series
of different questions evaluating what you can hear. You will also learn how to
read music and understand various components of music theory.

Where does music lead?
Music GCSE is a highly regarded and sought after qualification. The course
provides you with many transferable skills, making you an appealing candidate
to potential employers, as well as it being recognised by the top universities in
the country as an academic subject. Most importantly, it will leave you with a
life-long love of music and the ability to perform and compose to a high level. It
is a necessary qualification for anybody who is interested in studying music in
the Sixth Form or at university.

Physical Education GCSE
(GCSE)
Why choose PE?
This course is the more academic of the two sports-based options, and caters
for people who are curious about the science and theory behind sports
performance. The course is designed for those who want to go on to further
study physical education and sport at A-level and university level. This is an
option for those who already participate in sport at a good level and are now
keen to further improve their understanding of the body and how it works in
sports performances. The practical demands of the course are high, and active
participation in extracurricular sport is essential if you are to be successful.

What will I be learning about?
There are two exam papers in GCSE PE: Anatomy and Physiology, which
explores how the human body responds to exercise and training, and Health
and Performance, which explores health and wellbeing, psychological factors in
sport and socio-cultural influences on performance. In addition, there is a piece
of coursework where students will have to design and conduct an analysis of a
performance in a chosen sport. The marks from theory components make up
70% of the overall grade.
The practical component requires students to demonstrate practical
performances in three sports which must include at least one team sport
and individual sport. Students who are on the GCSE PE course are expected
to attend regular period six sport offered by the PE department or play, or
compete, in sports teams or clubs outside of school in order to help improve
performance in these activities.

Where does PE lead?
Sport is a big business. Year after year, the sport sector outperforms the rest
of the UK economy. Sport provides work for more than 600,000 people. In
addition to higher education courses in PE and sports-based subjects, PE
prepares young people for careers in education, leisure management, sports
coaching and development or specific vocational training in fitness.

Performing Arts: Acting
(GCSE)
Why choose performing arts: acting?

Have you always wanted to become involved in theatre? Would you like to
develop your confidence? Or do you simply want to act? The performing
arts course provides opportunities to do all of these things and more, whilst
providing a practical introduction to life and work in the performing arts
industry.

What will I be learning about?
This course allows you to study acting, giving you the opportunity to develop
knowledge and technical skills in a practical learning environment. You will
examine the roles and responsibilities of different performance artists and
practitioners such as actor, director, and writer; as well as the different
approaches and styles used, such as naturalism, absurdism and physical
theatre. You will also develop key skills, such as being able to respond to and
interpret different ideas given to you; and you will be experiencing first-hand
the ways in which performance artists work through the development of ideas,
rehearsal and then performance.

Where does performing arts: acting lead?
This course encourages creativity which improves self-esteem, motivation
and encourages critical thinking. It will help you to be confident meeting new
people, communicate well, and present to an audience. These are qualities
that can be applied to any choice of career. Of course, with its practical focus on
performance, it is a great foundation for those interested in joining the 100,000
people currently employed in the UK performing arts sector.

Photography
(GCSE)
Why choose photography?
GCSE photography offers a unique opportunity to explore a wide range of lensbased media, techniques and processes, using new technologies. This will allow
you to explore and communicate your ideas and values visually.

What will I be learning about?
You will be encouraged to demonstrate skills and develop ideas through
experimentation. You will acquire an understanding of photography processes
and how to compose and interpret photographic images. You will have the
opportunity to use professional quality digital SLR cameras, and Photoshop
based image manipulation. As part of the course you will study the work of
other lens-based artists and photographers and analyse their work so that they
may influence and inform your own photography practice.

Where does photography lead?
Photography supports your development of self – expression, creativity and
communication. It can enhance and build upon your verbal expression and
how you interpret values and ideas. Possible careers that stem from studying
photography include; animator, community arts worker, fashion designer,
graphic designer, illustrator, product designer, make-up artist, professional
photographer, fine artist, production designer in theatre / television/ film,
interior designer, press photographer, illustrator, and any career that involves
creative skills.

Religious Studies
(GCSE)

Why choose religious studies?
Religion is an inescapable part of our world. It is central to the way our values
and social systems have developed over time. Culture, art, laws, and even wars
are all shaped by religious perspectives. You cannot understand people, or the
world, without understanding religion.
Religious studies will offer you excellent opportunities to develop your critical
thinking skills. It offers a unique mix of textual study, social analysis, and
philosophical discussion and debate. Religious studies requires students to
work collaboratively, develop dialogue and look for practical and fair ways of
resolving conflicts.

What will I be learning about?
Religious studies is not ‘religious instruction’: the way you study it will not
depend on any particular religious perspective. Instead, you will develop your
knowledge and understanding of different world religions, and their texts and
practices. You will apply, and critique, religious approaches to practical and
philosophical issues.

Where does religious studies lead?
Religious studies is highly regarded by universities and employers because
instead of teaching you what to think it teaches you how to think. It is
particularly suitable for anybody hoping to study a humanities or literature
based A-levels, or who is interested in a career in law, education, politics, health
care, social work or the media.

Sociology
(GCSE)

Why choose sociology?
Sociology is the academic study of human society and involves exploring
the social interactions and relationships between different groups of
people. Many students find the subject interesting as it is relevant to their
lives. The course encourages students to question the world around them
using evidence and challenge issues we face to develop their critical and
evaluative skills.

What will I be learning about?
In Year 9 you will explore key sociological questions such as the nature
versus nature debate, and the reasons that people are unequal to one
another. In Year 10 you will investigate the family, the function of education,
and explanations for crime and deviance. In Year 11 you will analyse
patterns of social inequality, examining class gender and ethnicity.

Where does sociology lead?
This course can lead on to further study at A-level and onto university.
It develops a wide range of transferable skills applicable to any career
including communication, writing skills, research methods and balancing
an argument. Careers where sociology is considered useful are human
resources, marketing, law enforcement, social work, public administration,
teaching, medical based professions and careers working with the media.

Sports Studies
(VOCATIONAL)

Why choose sports studies?
This course is vocational and the majority of the course is coursework assessed.
If you are interested in sports and physical activity and wish to pursue a career
or future job in this industry then the sports studies course can assist you.

What will I be learning about?
You will learn the skills of a sports leader and have opportunities to lead sports
sessions for yourself. Practical sports performance will be improved and you
will get to analyse your performance and know how to make individual
improvements to your performance. You will also look at how sport is being
developed across the country and examine issues in sports and physical
activity. Finally, you will get the chance to discover how outdoor adventurous
activities helps people with active, healthy lifestyles.

Where does sports studies lead?
This course will give you the skill and knowledge necessary to continue into
further vocational qualifications in the sports industry or to eventually work
within the sports industry.

Travel and Tourism
(VOCATIONAL)

Why choose travel and tourism?
If you are interested in geography, business, law, history or the media, then you
should seriously consider the BTEC in travel and tourism, which combines
elements of all of these subjects. This BTEC focuses on real world situations
and aims to give you practical skills that employers will seek. As such, three of
the four modules on the course are assessed through coursework.

What will I be learning about?
You will learn about UK and worldwide tourist destinations, how different
destinations appeal to different customers and what businesses contribute to
making the tourism industry so successful.

Where does travel and tourism lead?
Travel and tourism is one of the fastest growing sectors in UK industry so this
an exciting time to be studying this subject. Jobs in the industry include air
steward, holiday representative, and the course will support you with any job in
events planning, hotels, catering, or customer service.
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