Easter 2019

Message from the Principal
When I had the privilege of becoming Principal of TGAW in 2014
I introduced the TUDOR values of Tolerance, Unity, Democracy,
Opportunity and Respect—strands which run through all aspects of life
at the Academy and values which are reflected everyday and in such
energetic and inspirational ways. The purpose is to develop a strong
character which is so important in life and enables students to be
resilient and aspirational.
Please make time to read this newsletter to see the diverse opportunities offered
to students and the extent to which students engage with these enrichment
activities and encourage each other to flourish.
There is so much going on at TGAW and this is just a snapshot of the last
fortnight. I am grateful to our impressive staff who work with passion, clarity and
belief in the provision of such opportunities.

Thank you for joining us on the journey. I hope you all enjoy a wonderful Easter
break.

College Competition

This half term's college competition was to 'write the next chapter' following on from the start of We See
Everything, a dystopian novel by William Sutcliffe. It was clear to see the effort and time students put in to their entries, from reading the extract again to pull out ideas, to drafting and editing. Our five finalists absolutely blew us
away with their originality and attention to detail. This led to a hotly contested debate amongst college leaders to
establish the winners!
Theo Mason impressed with his use of humour; a great skill to see in writing, especially in year 7, and Romy
Lederer Pratt used imagery beautifully to create emotion. The level of creative writing was incredibly high, and
huge congratulations go to Lauren James, Sarah Westgate and Harry Chevassut. Look forward to reading their work
later on this year! The five finalists will enjoy a trip to Waterstones and a coffee shop to celebrate their efforts.

SAS SHOWCASE 2019
The Skills Action Service (SAS) curriculum is part of our core
provision for years 7, 8 and 9 with two hours dedicated every
Wednesday afternoon to a variety of courses. Students learn or
improve upon existing skills, putting them into practice in service to the Academy, the wider community and even the international community. Service is at the heart of SAS. The focus
lies in linking students’ achievements to the Tudor Values of
Tolerance, Unity, Democracy, Respect and Opportunity to really enhance and develop their character. Life Skills are promoted and developed.

On Wednesday, 10th April, students celebrated and shared their diverse experiences through an eclectic selection
of stalls, exhibitions, performances, presentations and demonstrations. Proceeds are going towards SAS charities.
Evie Cross, Year 8, said she enjoyed First Aid as she wants to work in hospitals. Nicola Woodman, Year 7,
appreciated being given a bunch of different ideas about what to do. Lucy Rushton and Mya Bellato, Year 7, both
like Active Cooks where you can be creative and learn resilience explaining that a boy in their group had burnt all
his cakes and had to start all over again. A photograph of the SAS Active Cooks Bake-Off winners (Faith Evans,
Isabel Glenn and Lola Cox) is below.

SAS has been an integral part of the curriculum since the opening of
the Academy and has been driven by the indefatigable and determined Miss Dewe. At that stage there were just 8 options available;
there are now 22 encompassing the performing arts, sport, languages,
visual arts, design, STEM and other creative interests. Over that time
we have offered a wealth of options, from angling to archery, beauty
to boxing, ceramics to cooking and floristry to forest school. We have
entered the Malvern Show Schools’ Gardens competition 7 times; 800
children have been trained to give First Aid; and £20,000 has been
donated to 25 different charities.

Year 11 Mock Results Day
Mock exams have been held recently together with a Mock Results Day : all in preparation for the public exams
which start on Monday, 13th May. GCSE results are on Thursday, 22nd August when we will hope to see even
happier faces. Examination rules and the timetable are available on the website via the Parents and Events tabs.

Top Tips for Exam Success : Good luck!
Plan revision time - start revision early, taking notes, using diagrams and illustrations to help. Use post-it notes,
place key words around your house. You must take a break, every 20 minutes of study time.
Don’t go it alone - revise with peers, friends or a study buddy. Ask staff for help.
Believe in yourself - avoid comparing your abilities with your friends. Everyone learns at different levels.
Eat right - cut out junk food, high fats and sugar content and avoid or lessen caffeine intake. Instead, eat
regularly and include slow release carbs. Keep hydrated.
Exercise - try to take a little every day.
Sleep well - it helps your brain to be more alert, responsive and helps with consolidating memory. You need at
least 8-9 hours, so no cramming in midnight revision sessions!

OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRIPS
Make your Move—Birmingham University
Year 12 students attended the Make Your Move event at Birmingham
University on 3rd April. The event is designed to focus the thinking of Year
12’s and equip them in advance with some strategies, information and
insights to personalise their planning and exploration of the vast range of
higher education choices and critical decisions they face. Students had the
chance to meet with higher education practitioners from across the region
and hear first-hand advice and guidance along with the opportunity to speak
to undergraduate students who offered their perspectives on university life.

Kenilworth Castle
Year 10 students visited Kenilworth Castle; a site they are studying for
their GCSE. They had spent the winter term learning about the details of
the castle and how it was used and developed since its creation in the
1120s. Students explored the castle for physical features on a treasure
hunt activity before listening to recordings about the siege of 1266 and
the most important historical characters at Kenilworth: John of Gaunt,
Robert Dudley and Simon de Montford. The weather was beautiful and
students enjoyed lunch in the grounds where so many of the historical
events they have learned about occurred before exploring the exhibits
inside Kenilworth Castle set up by English Heritage.

Visit to Harper Adams University
Our students attended Harper Adams University where they learned about the different
courses available in the Horticulture sector. They participated in a lecture-style lesson, and
engaged in a practical activity where they were responsible for modelling one of the fours
stomachs a cow has! The day was informative and full of fun and ended with the
students meeting the farm animals. The piglets were by far the favourite all round! At the
end of this visit it was rewarding to hear our students saying they had discovered who they
really want to be in life.

CyerQ Escape

Italian SAS

Miss Evans took Year 9 and 10
NCFE Flex students to the CyberQ
Escape room in Worcester on
2nd April. They rose to the
challenge by solving clues,
working well as a team and
demonstrated great leadership qualities. They thoroughly
enjoyed the experience and are planning their next trip. The
experience gave them a huge confidence boost and they
were a credit to TGAW. NCFE Flex allows students to
develop skills, knowledge and understanding to prepare
them for working life beyond education.

Students visited Benedicto’s
on 3rd April. They were
beautifully behaved and
made some excellent pizza!
They enjoyed the pasta as
well and were focussed and
polite while the history of
pizza and its ingredients was
explained to them. They are
all going to receive a “pizza master class certificate”
from the restaurant as they were truly great chefs.

News from the Media Department

Preparation for the
BBC Young Reporter
project 2019 has
started at TGAW
with students
working towards the
news day on a
variety of stories and
visiting the BBC
Mailbox in Birmingham on Wednesday 10th April. They
toured the television and radio studios and were shown
how ideas transfer from script to screen. Students
witnessed a live recording of a radio show and were able
to get a feel for the jobs involved such as engineering,
production, reporting, lighting and presenting. They even
managed to spot a famous face - Mary Rhodes from
Midlands Today.

So far this academic year TGAW has
fundraised for the Teenage Cancer Trust ;
Winston’s Wish; Water Aid, Worcester Food Bank, Place 2
Be and the British Heart Foundation. Raleigh College has
decided to support Toilet Twinning as not only does TGAW
work with the local community but also the
international community. Toilet Twinning is a water and
sanitation initiative to help families in poor communities
overseas build a basic toilet, have access to clean water
and learn about hygiene. The cost is £60 per toilet. For
each toilet we sponsor we will receive a certificate, a
photograph of our twinned toilet and the GPS coordinates
so that we can look up the location on Google Maps. The
target is that each College will have a toilet twin!
Fundraising is starting soon with students invited to
“Spend a Penny” by buying bags of sweets. Please bring in
some money after the school holidays.
Mrs Butler has delivered assemblies to all colleges
launching this campaign and took the opportunity to
remind students how lucky we are to have such fantastic
sanitary facilities in school. We continue to encourage
students to appreciate and respect our wonderful building.

News from the PE Department

On Monday 8th April the U15 boys’ and the U15
girls’ handball teams played, and won, in the
Worcestershire Schools games tournament having
triumphed in the Worcester City round. Both teams
are through to the regional finals on 8th May.
Winning at that tournament would mean
progression into the national finals. Last year our
girls’ team came fifth: all the more remarkable as
they were our first ever TGAW team.

Congratulations to James Downing, Year 7
At the request of Mr Bourke, a Principal’s Merit was
awarded to James Downing for work he has
produced in History. Year 7 have been studying
castle construction under the Norman conquest.
James has spent a great deal of time showing how
castles evolved from their Motte and Bailey forms to
stone keeps. He used minecraft to illustrate how the
castle developed right through the Middle Ages.

Worcestershire Geographical Association
Photography Competition
In March, a number of TGAW students took part in
Worcestershire Geographical Association's
Photography Competition. The theme was forests and
sustainability and the competition attracted a large number of entries
from school children across the county.
After a tough judging process, the following
students' photos were judged to be
'Highly Commended' by the panel of
judges:
Liam MacCrimmon (Y7)
Alanna Jeynes (Y7)
Peaches Ward (Y7)
Neve Coomber (Y8)
Jack Draper (Y8)
Isabella Strickland (Y9)
Well done to all who took part!

Monthly Maths Challenge – April 2019
Decimal Time
In the late eighteenth century, a decimal
clock was proposed in which there were
100 minutes in an hour and 10 hours in
each day.

Assuming that such a clock started at
0.00 at midnight, what time would it
show when a normal clock showed
6 o’clock the following morning?

Answers on a named piece
of paper to your maths
teacher by 3pm on
Tuesday 30th April.
There will be a prize for the
first correct answer
selected from all entries.

9—12 May 2019

Thursday to Sunday
9am—6pm

Come and visit this year's Academy Show Garden. The
theme is Plastic Pollution and is entitled "Plastic Paradox".
The students have worked really hard to come up with
ways to highlight the issues of pollution, and to turn this
into a breath taking display. The weekend showings are
Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th May.
Looking forward to seeing you there!

Tudor Rose Award

Coming Up:

This half term there were fifty nominations for
staff going above and beyond in their work and
in making a difference to children’s lives.
Miss Rule, Teacher of Science, and Miss Turner,
Data Manager, won the Easter 2019 Award.

Bank Holiday Monday, 6th May
External Examinations Starting 13th May
DofE Practice Expeditions 10th to 12th May
Year 8 and 9 Girls HPV Vaccinations
Thursday, 23rd May
Sports Tour to Spain 26th—30th May
Half Term Week commencing 27th May
Year 7, 8 and 9 Exams Starting 10th June
Year 10 Exams Starting 12th June
KS3 Acoustic Live Night Thursday, 13th June

Wearing your uniform with pride
This term College Leaders held assemblies about Tudor Values and reminded
students about the importance of wearing their uniform with pride. With
that in mind please can we draw your attention to the following points
within the uniform policy:





Extreme hairstyles, cuts and colours are not permitted on any
occasion. Examples of extreme hairstyles include close shaved,
decoratively shaved as well as, for boys, hair length below the collar. This is inclusive of the new “skinfade” style. Students with extreme hair styles will not be permitted to be in circulation, please be advised
of this before students visit the hairdressers over the holidays.
A discreet amount of mascara is allowed. No other make-up, nail varnish or false nails are allowed.
The jumper is optional in half term 5,6 and 1; to allow for the warmer weather.

