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Hairspray

Tudor Grange Academy was transported into the 60s with an explosion of Hairspray, view blocking beehives,
wonderful music and an important message about respect and tolerance. The cast and crew of Tudor Grange's
latest musical extravaganza have been working tirelessly since September to bring you a spectacular experience
and boy did they!
From the moment Tracy Turnblad (Jorja Tyrell) woke from her slumber with a rousing 'Good Morning Baltimore' to
the explosive end when Edna Turnblad (Noah Allaway) burst out of the giant hairspray can and all sides came
together in an uplifting rendition of 'You can't stop the beat.' The audience was treated to absolutely stunning
performances and complete commitment from every single cast member. Jam packed with song after song
accompanied superbly by the band it was impossible not to sing along.
There are so many people who make this all possible and we feel overwhelmed with gratitude by the offers of
help.
Mrs Harper for her expert running of the box office sprinkling a little bit of magic. Mr Coles his support and advice
with all things technical. Miss Mullard and Mr Stone-Fewings for managing backstage. Mrs Johnson for her
amazing choreography, Mrs Mills, Miss Finneran and Ella Charles for the fantastic set design. Miss O’Donnell and
Mr Sparkes for the construction of the set. Mrs Reeves for all our printing needs. Mr Clark, who continues to light
up our lives in the most spectacular fashion. Mr Dent for his technological know-how. James Allaway for designing
the programme and Mrs Beard and her team for their construction of the biggest hair seen on the stage at TGAW.
Without you, the parents and guardians who have supported and encouraged our students to take part in the
show and immerse themselves in drama and music none of this would have been possible;
we really could not do it without you. We would like to say a huge thank you to our
Principal, Mr Butler and our governors for their amazing support of the Arts which inspires
creativity in our students and affords them opportunities they will remember for the rest
of their lives.
Finally, we would like to say a huge thank you to the students who have been utterly
delightful to work with. Their diligence and hard work, talent and laughter, commitment
and resilience have made it a pleasure to work them on this show.
Mrs Allaway

Year 11 ……. Coming up ….

TGAW Sixth Form Experience Days

Early in 2020!

Monday, 6th January — Back to School
Controlled Art & Photography Lessons
begin (12 weeks)

Wednesday 8th January 4.00 p.m.—
7.00 p.m.
Year 11 Parents’ Evening and Careers Information

Monday, 13th January
Destinations Meeting with the Sixth Form
Team

Thursday, 23rd January
Drama Showcase Evening

Wednesday, 29th January and
Thursday, 30th January (provisional)
Drama Exam Practical

The Sixth Form team is hosting three Sixth Form experience days for
Year 11.
Students are able to gain an insight into working and
thinking like an A level student as well as an understanding of the
general skills employers are looking for. Practical advice is given on
Sixth Form study covering memory exercises; critical thinking;
research skills and even money matters. Complimentary lunches are
included.

Wednesday, 5th February 6.00 p.m.
Revision Evening and Sixth Form Open
Evening

Tuesday, 25th February
Mock exams begin

While some students want a change, most appreciate that Tudor is
reliable and supportive. The gap between GSCE and A-Level is the
widest academic gap there is. The support at TGAW is obvious.
Many like the class sizes; the proximity to home; enjoy the
atmosphere and feel confident that they will get the best results
with teachers whom they know. It is an opportunity to study and be
at the centre of the school while inspiring younger students by their
example..

December arrived and TGAW Sixth Formers got into the Christmas spirit with their annual ice skating
trip to Webbs. It was a first time for many students on the ice, slipping out of their comfort zone

Student League of Nations
Last week three of our Sixth Form Students students
along with students from Tudor Grange Kingshurst
went to the Student League of Nations conference in
Geneva. Each student was given a country to
represent and was asked to contribute to a range of
debated topics from the environment to the rights of
women. They were able to join in the debates as well
as table amendments according to their countries
interests.
William Stanton and Charlotte Boyle of year 13 were
joined by Aelwen Haines in year 12 for the three day
conference. The students stayed with host families
and were able to explore the beautiful city of Geneva
as well as meet with students from all over the world.

Aelwen said “This was an amazing, once in a lifetime
experience and I am so glad I did it.” Our thanks to
Tudor Grange Kingshurst for inviting our students to
experience this amazing opportunity. Here’s to next
year!

College Captains’ Camp
Inclusion Festival

On Thursday, 5th December we took 26 students to the KS3 Inclusion Festival which is aimed at encouraging
students to try a range of adapted sports ranging from volleyball with balloons to wheelchair cricket. Tudor Grange
won overall based on points given for teamwork, sportsmanship and effort which is a great achievement. After
Christmas Inclusion Club will be starting.

Year 9 3D Art Group
The year 9 3D Art group visited the Gordon Russell Design Museum in
Broadway to look at the furniture designed by Gordon Russell and the
influence of the Arts and Crafts Movement on his work. The group enjoyed a lovely day and represented the academy impeccably.

CCF

NHS Youth Takeover Day for Year 9

This term a platoon of 27 of
our cadets travelled to
Nescliffe Training Camp to
participate in a weekend of
weapon training on the
L98GP Rifle.

Eight Year 9 Health & Social students took
part in the NHS Youth Takeover Day on Friday
The weekend was highly
29th November.
successful with all cadets
The Takeover Challenge is a scheme set up by acting safely, responsibly
the children’s Commissioner and puts chiland effectively. They
dren and young people into real life decision- appeared professional on
making positions.
parade and managed the 0600 wakeups very well.
Students took part in an Infection Control
The Saturday was a test of our cadets’ resilience and
workshop and were able to question the
determination with lessons starting at 0800 and finishing at 2100
Chief Officer on the mental health strategy.
with only lunch and dinner in between. We had over 50% pass
In the last two years alone, thousands of children have taken part – stepping into the
shoes of a wide range of adult jobs.

which is excellent considering the number of weapon systems on
loan to our cadets and the vast amount of information they have
to learn and train into muscle memory in such a short time.

Congratulations to Maisy Jones
Maisy Jones, Sixth Form, is in the
Courteeners ’ latest video. She plays the younger
character of the main women, and then she is Charlie Chaplin.
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=he2zwSwTrK0

This is obviously such a great achievement and she is dancing in
their next video... released next year for their next album “More.
Again. Forever”.

Miss Mackie needs your help!
I have been selected by Girlguiding as a participant of a GOLD (Guiding
Overseas linked with Development) project to Nigeria. These international projects enable young women to develop Girlguiding with members of a
guiding organisation overseas. GOLD projects run over 3 – 5 years and have a
long-term impact on the guiding association. During the 2020 summer
holidays I will be spending 4 weeks in Nigeria, working with the Nigerian Girl
Guides Association (NGGA) to:

Enhance the capacity of the Nigerian Girl Guides Association (NGGA) to
tackle issues like teenage pregnancy and menstrual hygiene through
Peer Education

Increase retention of young women aged 14-30

Enhance the training capacity of the NGGA and increase the proportion
of adult volunteers who receive training

Increase retention of adult volunteers and encourage them to take up new roles
2020 will be the 1st year of the project in Nigeria and I am really excited to have been selected to take part in this.
As Girlguiding is a charity I need to pay a participation fee of £2,200 which needs to be fundraised. This fee goes
towards the costs of my flights to Nigeria, the preparation briefing weekends and my in-country costs.
As part of my fundraising I am running a ‘Date in the Diary’ raffle. This gives you the chance to win £100! All you
need to do is buy a date in my diary and if your date is randomly selected you will win £100. You can buy one date
for £2 or a week for £10. If you would like to support me if this, please contact me via email
cmackie@worcs.tgacademy.org.uk, or have your child come and find me!

TGAW Sketchbook Circle
The six secondary schools in the
Trust have begun a sketchbook
circle for students.
There are six sketchbooks, each
with a different theme at a
different school.
Students complete a double page
in their current sketchbook on the
theme, ie 'in the news', then post
to the next school, who complete
the next double page. The circle
continues until the six sketchbooks
are filled.

TGAW is launching an exciting new reading initiative this year. Drop Everything And Read weeks will be
happening each term to encourage staff, students and parents to pick up a book and enjoy some quality
relaxation time.
Student voice last year clearly cried out for “more time to read”. We have listened and have acted. All homework has been cancelled during DEAR week to allow students to have the time to read. We are also launching
TGAW Shared Shelf which will be hosted on Show My Homework. Each month students will be provided with
extracts from a range of books. All of these can be accessed on their phones or other devices. We hope this will
encourage students to engage with a range of texts they may not have discovered before. A monthly reading
competition will also accompany these extracts with Amazon vouchers from £5 to £50 ready to be won.
We hope you enjoy the changes we are implementing and encourage your child to take the time to read.

A fantastic group of year 7 and 8 students have been working hard after school each week to
increase their cookery skills. They have produced both sweet and savoury dishes over the term.
It has been amazing to see them grow in confidence and have such a yearning to learn new
‘tricks of the trade’. Our sessions culminated in a Tudor does Bake Off, where each student had
the choice of what to bake and Mr Butler and Mrs Iles had the difficult task of judging. It has
been an absolute pleasure to work with these young people.

Message from the Principal
The festive season is upon us and I know we are all looking forward to celebrating the holidays with family and
friends. There are of course a number of things to do before we finish, most notably, the celebration end of term
Christmas assembly when the Grand Prize Draw will take place. What exciting times!
There are also many people to thank for their hard work this term and for their ongoing support. Firstly, parents for
making sure their children arrive on time, in uniform and ready to learn. Secondly, the Friends of Tudor Grange,
Governors and staff for another fantastic effort in providing exciting and diverse opportunities. Thirdly, and most
importantly, the students with whom we have shared some key events including Awards Evenings; the Acoustic Live
Lounge; Remembrance when we wore our poppies with pride; The Winter Fayre; the Election and ‘Hairspray’.
A very big thank you to everyone for their commitment and dedication throughout 2019. As we always remind our
students and staff, you have almost as many days out of school as you do in, so it’s important to be here for every
one of your school days to make the most of every opportunity. Knowledge is the gift that keeps on giving; it’s
great to know stuff!
May I take this opportunity to wish all our families a happy and restful Christmas holiday.
Seasons greetings
Mr D Butler

