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AQA English Literature Overview 

At Tudor Grange we study:  

Macbeth 
Jekyll & Hyde 

 

At Tudor Grange we study:  

A Taste of Honey 
Power & Conflict Poetry Anthology 



2 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AQA English Language Overview  



3 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

 

 

Revision Websites  

Educake 
All students have access to a course 
specific website called Educake. 
Students should be aware of this. 

Educake will provide recall quizzes 
for all of our key texts. Students 
have a log in and should be 
regularly using Educake to recall 
key information about plot, 
characters and themes of their 
Literature texts.  

 
 

 

BBC Bitesize Literature 

BBC Bitesize Language 

  

 

PMT Revision- Language 

PMT Revision- Literature 

 

 

Mr Bruff’s YouTube Channel 
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Revision Guides  
There are a number of different revision guides and workbooks available to purchase in 
bookshops/online for English. These are the ones we advise:  

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 GCSE English Shakespeare Text Guide - Macbeth: ISBN 1841461164 
 
 GCSE English AQA Poetry Guide - Power & Conflict: ISBN 1782943617 
 
 GCSE English Text Guide - Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde: ISBN 1782943080  

 
 A Taste of Honey York Notes: ISBN 0582382297  

 
 GCSE English Shakespeare - Macbeth Workbook: ISBN 1782947779  

 
 GCSE English Literature AQA Poetry Workbook: Power & Conflict 

Anthology: ISBN 1782948198  
 
 GCSE English - Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde Workbook: ISBN 1782947795   

 
 GCSE English Language AQA Complete Revision & Practice: ISBN 

1782944141  
 

 GCSE English Language AQA Exam Practice Workbook: ISBN 1782943706  
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Flashcards & Books 

Students in KS4 create Literature flashcards for all the texts that 
we study. Follow the steps outline below to revise using your 
flashcards:  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students also have annotated booklets, knowledge organisers 
and decoded vocabulary maps in their exercise books that they 
should be using to self-quiz.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Year 11 Autumn Term 

TGAW English  

people/things 

depending on each 

other. 
 

definition interdependent 

antonyms 

detached; 

dissociated; 

independent 

synonyms 

connected; 

reciprocal, mutual 

Helen and Jo have an interdependent relationship as they each rely on 

the other despite both of them yearning to be independent.  

adjective 

etymology 

14c meaning 

‘relying on 

something for 

existence. 

sardonic 
synonyms 

derisive; 

disrespectful; 

scornful; cynical 

antonyms 

amiable; 

cordial; 

courteous 

grimly mocking 

someone/something 

or being cynical. 

 

definition 
      adjective 

Jo is sardonic towards Helen as she mocks the number of men that she 

has known. etymology 

from Greek 

meaning ‘bitter or 

scornful.’ 
 

fatalism 
A lack of forward thinking is part of Helen’s fatalism. She makes poor 

decisions but never takes responsibility for them.  

  noun 
A belief that events 

are inevitable and are 

led by fate. 

success 

definition etymology 

from Latin meaning 

‘decided by fate’. 

 

impulsive 
synonyms 

impetuous; 

instinctive; 

spontaneous 

antonyms 

deliberate; 

sensible 

adjective 

Helen makes the impulsive decision to marry Peter and doesn’t 

consider Jo’s feelings at all.  

acting or done 

without 

forethought. 

 

definition  
from Latin meaning 

‘to push against      

or to pressure’. 

 

etymology 

synonyms 

inaccessible; 

impassable; 

impervious  

impossible to see, 

understand or get 

through. 

definition   impenetrable 

antonyms 

penetrable; 

understandable 

adjective 

Helen is a selfish mother who is emotionally impenetrable when she is 

unable to give Jo the love and support that she clearly needs. 

etymology 

from Latin 

‘penetratus’ meaning 

to ‘pierce through’. 

capricious 
synonyms 

erratic; 

temperamental; 

volatile; careless 

antonyms 

cautious; 

predictable; 

reliable 

changing mood      

or behaviour 

suddenly or 

unexpectedly. 

 

definition 

adjective 

Helen demonstrates her capricious side when she behaves both angrily 

and flirtatiously to Peter when he discovers her new address. 

etymology 
from 

French capricieux

 meaning 

‘whimsical’.  

 

pragmatic 
synonyms 

efficient; practical; 

realistic; logical 

antonyms 
irrational; 

unrealistic; 

inefficient 

dealing with 

things sensibly 

and realistically. 

definition 
adjective 

Geof shows his pragmatic personality when he suggests to Jo that she 

may need to give some serious thought to having her baby adopted if 

she isn’t prepared to care for it herself.  
From Latin 

pragmaticus 

meaning ‘skilled in 

business or law’. 

 

etymology 

platonic 
synonyms 

idealistic; spiritual; 

transcendent   
antonyms 

physical; 

palpable 

purely spiritual; 

non-romantic and 

free from sensual 

desire. 

definition 
adjective 

Jo and Geof have a platonic relationship as there are no mutual feelings 

of attraction, but they have created a loving friendship.  

referring to Greek 

philosopher Plato 

and his theory. 

 

etymology 

insouciant 
synonyms 

heedless; 

nonchalant; 

unconcerned 

antonyms 

perturbed; 

anxious; restless; 

uneasy 

free from 

concern, worry, 

or anxiety; 

carefree. 
 

definition 
adjective 

Helen shows an insouciant attitude to life as she prioritises her own fun 

over the wellbeing of her daughter.  
etymology 

from French meaning 

‘caring’. Prefix ‘in’ 

meaning not. 

 

fortitude 
synonyms 

endurance; 

determination; 

perseverance 

antonyms 
apathy; 

helplessness; 

timidity 

courage over a 

long period or 

bravery when 

dealing with pain 

definition 

      noun 

Jo demonstrates a great fortitude and resilience when her mother 

leaves her to run off and marry Peter. 
etymology 

from Latin fortitudo 

meaning ‘strength, force, 

firmness’. 
 

fatalist 
 noun 

fatalistic 

 adjective 

dependent 

 adjective 

interdependence 

 noun 

 

impulse 
 noun 

impulsion 
 noun 

 

fortitudinous 

 adjective 

insouciance 

 noun 

insouciantly 

 adverb 

 

 
platonically 

 adverb 

 

pragmatically 

 noun 

pragmatically 

 adverb 

 

sardonicism 

 noun 

sardonically 

 adverb 

 

impenetrability 

 noun 

impenetrably 

 adverb 

capriciousness 

 noun 

capriciously  

 adverb 

 

acceptance; passive; 

stoicism; predestined 

synonyms 

freedom; 

opportunity 
  

antonyms 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1. Use persuasive rhetoric and 

Aristotle’s triad to engage the 

audience. 2. Include and acknowledge bias & 

alternative opinions.  

3. Use appropriate openings/ 

closings depending on text type.  

4. Sequence ideas and use discourse 

markers to create a fluent 

response.   

 
 

Punctuation  

 
Exclamation mark: used to indicate strong feelings. 

 
Question mark: used to indicate an interrogative 

 
Semi colon: used to link two independent clauses that are 

closely related in thought. Used to introduce a complex list 

 
Quotation marks: used to demonstrate that you are using 

another person’s words or ideas. 

Sentence-level  

Exclamatory: a sentence containing an exclamation or strong 

emphasis. Punctuated with an exclamation mark. 

 
Interrogative: asks a direct question and is punctuated at the 

end with a question mark. 

 
Declarative: a sentence that makes a statement, provides a 

fact, offers an explanation, or conveys information 

 
Imperative: used to issue a command or instruction, make a 

request, or offer advice.  

 
Sentence fragment: a sentence that is missing either its 

subject or its main verb. Used for emphasis. 

 

 

Whole-text level  

Discourse markers: a word or a phrase that plays a role 

in managing the flow and structure of discourse. 

 

Paragraphing for impact: using a range of paragraph 

lengths for impact and emphasis. 

 
Repetition: recurring ideas, slogans, and phrases 

throughout a piece of text. 
 

Cyclical structure: returning to ideas from earlier in a 

text.  
Foreshadowing: a warning or indication of the future. 

 

!    
 

? 
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Power of 3:  three adjectives, phrases or nouns used for effect 

 
Emotive Language: language which conveys an emotion in a reader 

 
Rhetorical Question: to make a point rather than get an answer  

 
Statistics: numbers or facts that are used to provide convincing information 

 

Undermine the opposition: recognise the other side and undermine it 

 
Anecdote:  short accounts of a real event told in the form of a very brief 

story that are used to help support an argument 

 
Direct Address: when a speaker is talking directly to an individual or group 

 
Expert opinion: quotations from real-life experts in the field 

 

Ethos: a speaker establishes their credibility and knowledge 

 

Pathos: an appeal made to an audience's emotions to evoke feeling 

 
Logos: an appeal to the audience's logic and rationality 

 
Alliteration: the occurrence of the same letter or sound at the beginning of 

adjacent or closely connected words 

 

Hyperbole: exaggerated statements or claims  

 
Metaphor or Extended Metaphor: comparing two unlike things, usually      

stating one thing IS something else. Repeating this metaphor in your writing 

using a similar semantic field to extend it.  

 
Simile: comparing two things using like or as. 

 
Personification: describing something inhuman as if it is a person 

 
Symbolism/Motif: The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities. 

 
Semantic field: a group of words which share a similar theme and concept 

 
Satire: Use of humour or ridicule to criticise 

 
Diminutive: word used to describe someone/something as small or young.   

 
 Epithet: adjective added to a name or used instead of it- usually added as 

a criticism. 


